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DARRELL PANIZZA 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.52 pm]:  I acknowledge and congratulate Mr Darrell Panizza, better known 
as “Dollar”, on receiving the prestigious J.J. Leonard Award for Coach of the Year in Western Australian 
football for 2003.  I have worked closely with Darrell over the years, and it is an outstanding performance for a 
coach in country football to achieve, emulating John Ditchburn’s award a few years ago.  Darrell, who coaches 
the Royals Football Club in Albany, has an outstanding coaching record at many levels, but above all he has 
assisted many young players in their development as footballers and as fine young citizens.  Darrell’s own stated 
philosophy is to develop responsible, balanced and contributing members of society by using football as a 
platform and a vehicle.  As a player Darrell played over 350 league games with Claremont and Woodville 
football clubs, was a state player seven times, and won four best and fairest awards, three premierships and many 
other individual awards.   

Darrell coached Claremont for four years, which included a premiership win.  He also coached the state team.  
He was coach of the state country team for the past five years and coach of the Great Southern League for four 
years, and has coached Royals Albany since 1999, winning a record five consecutive premierships - an 
outstanding effort.  Darrell also has great involvement in the local community and media. 

A meticulous planner, Darrell is a level 2 coach and has been selected to complete the prestigious level 3 course 
this year.  Darrell’s overall contribution to football and his achievements warrant his title as coach of the year.  
Darrell is a credit to football, particularly country football, and to his family and himself.  Well done, Dollar.  
 


